LAURENCE KITCHING 2013 JUDGES’ REPORT LEA
ALL VILLAGES
This was a tough competition with some very close placings and difficult decisions to be made. The majority of features which depended on the individual, such as hedges, walls, residential gardens, etc, were in very good condition though there were just a few that could have done with some attention. The allotments were in all cases well-used, well cared for and productive. We are delighted that there is so much interest in them. 

The condition of the public buildings, and public open spaces (especially recreation grounds) and indeed the private sector of offices, workshops, public houses was excellent and the schools were very good also. And the churches and burial grounds were mostly very well looked after.

There was some litter, though, we are pleased to say, not much. But the areas which came under most scrutiny were bus shelters and notice boards. With notice boards we found a surprising lack of community information (unlike in the Best Kept Village competition proper where there was plenty). We wondered if it was down to the fact that it was August and many community clubs might take a break. However we would point out that it is by two things that we attempt to measure community spirit – what is said in the Village Report and what we find on village noticeboards.

I will finish with footpaths! We know they are someone else’s responsibility but, just maybe, the upkeep of footpaths by the community might be seen as the ultimate demonstration of community spirit. Please do not dash pen to paper. We know that this is a very difficult area which would require administration, organisation, equipment and a large amount of volunteering. This is only a suggestion, perhaps more accurately a dream, and we would fully understand if villages found it an impossibility.  

How can you do better next time, whichever competition you are in? 

With each village we note areas where some extra attention would help to improve your placing – but working to improve in all categories would help even more!   

LEA
Hedges, trees, banks, verges and residential gardens and outbuildings were generally good though there were a few that could have done with a bit of work and some plants (weeds) were noted growing in driveways. At the same time, the village contains a large number of alluring closes which all looked very neat and tidy, just inviting us to go up and admire the houses and their gardens which is just what we did to quite a few of them – well-done to those householders. The recreation ground was superb, a credit to whoever maintains it. There were lots of activities including a tennis court and cricket net and all was neat and well-kept including the seat with its sound concrete base. Pembroke Green was well maintained and looked a nice place to rest on a sunny day, and the allotments, though mentioned on your Entry Form but placed outside your drawn boundary (H3) on the map, were extensive, well-used, tidy with lots of good-looking produce – we marked them high. One footpath we saw looked overgrown to the extent of impassibility. A shame, and it must be difficult to keep them clear during the growing season, but we believe paths are the way from the village into the countryside and therefore very important arteries. 

The village and church halls were good though the latter was unmarked (on the map and on the ground) and a little difficult to find. Both schools were exceptional with neat and tidy grounds and equipment – we hope they stay that way during term time! Both church surrounds and their burial-grounds were well-maintained. The pub was well cared-for and very welcoming – perhaps some of the flowers out the front were past their best. The telephone kiosk has been put to good non-telephonic use, a community asset, but the notice-boards struck us as needing a little attention and as showing more personal items than group or community events – a mixture of both would be better.

Advertising displays and lack of fly-posting were good and there was very little litter. The car park was very tidy and it was good to see the recycling there – very accessible. The map was informative and the community spirit evident in the many facilities and very good presentation of the village.

Areas to improve:

1 Verges and residential gardens

2 Noticeboards
